
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the poems you have studied have themes running through 

them – a theme is an idea, attitude or feelings; 

you need to know what these themes are and how they link the 

different poems you have studied and will need to compare in 

the examination. 
 

Death  
Death causes a sense of loss 
and grief; everyone will die; 
death can be seen as a waste 
– if people are killed due to 
war, crime or execution. 
Death can be sad, 
depressing, bleak. 
 

Parent / Child 
Relationships 
This relationship is central to 

most peoples’ lives; these 

relationships can often 

change as people get older; 

some children struggle for 

independence from their 

parents; parents make 

sacrifices for their children. 
 

Danger 
Sometimes comes from 
nature – flood, storm, 
earthquake; can be caused 
by people – aggression and 
violence; some people find 
risk and danger exciting. 

 

     

 

            

 

       

                       

             
 



Attitudes towards others 
Some poets write about 

positive attitudes and 

feelings, others write about 

negative ones. Attitudes can 

change! 

Anger, love, bitterness, 

resentment, lust, hatred, 

jealousy…. 

 

 

Love 
Sometimes poets write about 

romantic love, family love 

eg. between a parent & child, 

others write about a love of 

nature, place or pastime. 

 

 

Memory 
Many poems are based 

around memories – of 

people, places and feelings – 

memories can be unreliable 

and confusing; others inspire 

pride and affection. 

 

 

Evil 
Some characters in poems 

seem to kill for fun; others 

are obsessed by revenge, 

some characters appear quite 

normal but we see glimpses 

that show us they are not! 

 

 

      

 

               

 

 

      
 

 

 

 
 

         

 

                      

 

 

      

 

 

 



Getting Older 
These poems can be about 

growing up or getting older 

(ageing). 

Growing up can be a difficult 

time and growing older can 

be difficult too! 

 

Strong emotions 
Poems about personal 

subjects often contain 

references to strong 

emotions. 

Poems about difficult 

situations also show strong 

emotions. 

Poems can include mixed 

emotions – the confusion of 

the speaker. 

 

Use of the First Person 
Poets use words like: “I” and 

“me” when speaking in the 

First Person. Poets use the 

First Person as it can be quite 

persuasive and personal 

feelings can be expressed. 

 

Characters 
Most poets write about 

people, however there are 

those who like to write about 

places and events too! 

Characters can be portrayed 

positively or negatively; 

sometimes the key character 

is absent. 

Mother, any distance 
greater… 
 

Kid 
 

Ulysses 
 

November 
 
 
On My First Sonne 
                Mid-Term Break 
Ticheborne’s Elegy 
       Blackberry-Picking 
Havisham 
                  October 
November 
                           Mali 
The Affliction of Margaret 
 
 
Anne Hathaway 
     Digging 
My Father thought it… 
       Baby-sitting 
The Man He Killed 
     Ticheborne’s Elegy 
Stealing 
 
 
Kid 
                   Follower 
Havisham 
                    Catrin 
My Last Duchess 
                 My Last Duchess 
Education For Leisure 
Death of a Naturalist 
The Village Schoolmaster 



 
Other themes evident in the poems we have studied 

from the Anthology include: 

 Imagery – helping the reader imagine the situations, 

characters and emotions described in the poems. Imagery is an 

important poetic device. Poems using imagery are: Anne 
Hathaway, Mother, any distance greater, Homecoming, The 
Eagle, Ulysses, Sonnet, Inversnaid, Patrolling Barnegat, At a 
Potato Digging. 
 

Closing couplets – a closing couplet can sum up a poem 

as a  whole; it can make a new or surprising point; a closing 

couplet can be set apart from the rest of the poem and 

sometimes rhyme. Poems with closing couplets are: On My First 
Sonne, Salome, Hitcher, Anne Hathaway, The Song of the Old 
Mother, Cold Knap Lake, Storm on the Island, Sonnet 130, 
Follower. 
 

Irony – it is ironic when words are used in a sarcastic or 

comic  way to imply the opposite of what they normally mean. 

Poets often do this to draw attention to something. 

It is ironic when there is a big difference between what people 

expect or hope for and what actually happens. Some poems 

containing irony are: Elvis’s Twin Sister, We Remember Your 
Childhood Well, Hitcher, The Laboratory, The Village 
Schoolmaster, Follower, Death of a Naturalist. 
 
Language Effects – this is the way the sounds of words 

in a poem are used to make a certain impression on the reader, 

examples are: alliteration, rhyme, assonance and onomatopoeia. 

Language effects can make descriptions more memorable – look 

back at: The Eagle, Sonnet, Salome, On The Train, At a Potato 
Digging, Perch, Inversnaid. 
 



Mood – this is the feel or atmosphere in a poem. Moods 

include: light-hearted, tense, serious, comical, threatening. 

Mood can be created by describing a certain setting or place; 

poets can create a certain mood by describing feelings and the 

mood can change within the poem. Some poems to look at are: 

On My First Sonne, Havisham, The Affliction of Margaret, 
Hitcher, Elvis’s Twin Sister. 
 


